Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors

St. Louis Office for Developmental Disability Resources

January 14, 2010
Board Members Present:

Sergeant Willie Prothro, Chairperson



Professor Michael Mancini, Treasurer



Margaret Starks, Secretary
Susan Bianchi






Reverend Mickey Hassler 

Armentha Russell





Ernest Smoot

Rosetta Jackson

Board Members Excused:

Robert McKendry III, Vice Chairperson

Staff Members Present:

Michelle Darden, Executive Director
Chrystal Griffin, Assistant Director
Rhonda Kanaday, Administrative Assistant



Emily Smith, Chief Financial Coach

Stan Jalipa, Project Monitor





Ryan Sanford, Project Monitor

Shannon Bremer, Quality Assurance Coach



G.I.T.Co. Management Team Project Monitor
Molly Farley, Service Advocate
Elizabeth Rohr, Service Advocate

Erica Donaldson, Service Advocate

Rebecca Black, Service Advocate

Keith Donaldson, Project CaseFind Coordinator

Guests who signed in:

Juli Hillyer, St. Louis Regional Office

Sue Peterson, Project Incorporated

Debbie Gillespie, Adapt-Ability

Craig Strohbeck, Pathways to Independence

G.W. Kelly, Horizon Housing Development Company

James Bowens, The Jaymes Corporation

Clarice Woodard, St. Louis Project Club

Yolanda Lovelace, St. Louis Project Club

Rachael Devries, Life Skills

I Call to order

Sergeant Willie Prothro, Chairperson, called the St. Louis Office for Developmental Disability Resources (DD Resources) Board of Directors meeting to order at 11.40 a.m.  Introductions of the Board of Directors, staff and guests were made.

II Comments from the public

A Clarice Woodard, Let’s Play to Grow, shared information regarding Chapter 135 Tax Relief, which is known as Circuit Breaker.  A copy of the information was passed out to the DD Resources Board of Directors.
III Decision Items 

A The Jaymes Corporation – Chrystal Griffin, Assistant Director, explained to the         DD Resources Board of Directors, staff is requesting the contract between The Jaymes Corporation be terminated effective February 1, 2010 as listed in the report under decision items.
James Bowens, owner of The Jaymes Corporation, explained his position to the Board of Directors.  After questions and discussion with the DD Resources Board of Directors, Reverend Mickey Hassler moved to the point of the discussion of, option one terminate the contract between The Jaymes Corporation and DD Resources effective February 1, 2010 and option two, continue the contract between The Jaymes Corporation and       DD Resources until June 30, 2010 with further reviews to occur.  Ernest Smoot and Armentha Russell second the motion.

Additional discussion occurred between DD Resources Board of Directors, Staff and James Bowens.  
Armentha Russell moved that the decision be tabled until further clarification could be made and then the board will decide what the outcome would be at the February 11, 2010 Board of Directors Meeting.  Ernest Smoot and Reverend Mickey Hassler second.  Vote all in favor.  Susan Bianchi abstained.  None opposed.  

B Nominating Committee – Ernest Smoot, Board Member, stated the nominating committee met and discussed a slate of officers for the Board of Directors.  The recommendation was to keep the same slate of officers for 2010 as follows:
1 Chairperson, Sergeant Willie Prothro
2 Vice – Chairperson, Robert McKendry III
3 Treasurer – Michael Mancini 
4 Secretary – Margaret Starks
Members of the nominating committee were Susan Bianchi, Rosetta Jackson and Ernest Smoot.

Reverend Mickey Hassler moved to accept the slate of officers as presented by the nominating committee.  Susan Bianchi second.  Vote all in favor.  None opposed.

IV Strategic Plan

Chrystal Griffin, Assistant Director, updated the DD Resources Board of Director’s regarding the following:

1 Goal # 1 – Identify New Sources of Funding.

(a) DD Resources is receiving $1,000.00 award from Harrah’s to purchase socks and undergarments for the Horizon Club participants.
(b) The committee is clarifying objective 1.4 which is by the end of Fiscal Year 2008, DD Resources will evaluate and decide whether to continue discussions with the Department of Mental Health/St. Louis Regional Office regarding the devolution of State funding to the local SB40 entity (DD Resources)
2 Goal # 2 Improve Relationships with Key Stakeholder Groups

(a)  The committee discussed merging goal two Improve Relationships with Key Stakeholder Groups with goal three Improve Relations and Increase Community Recognition.  The committee is evaluating which objectives would merge.
(b)  In response to a suggestion from the goal two committee, the Project Team hosted a meeting on January 6, 2010 to have the funding application reviewed by agencies.  Agencies who attended gave feedback and after revisions training for the new funding cycle will be held.  The training is scheduled for January 15, 2010 for the renewal, capital, vehicle and equipment projects.
3 Goal # 3 Improve Relations and Increase Community Recognition
(a) Faith Based Community Awareness Surveys were completed and the results are included in the DD Resources Board Report under attachment A.
(b) Community Awareness Surveys to Government officials is in process.
(c) Roy Anderson with Clear Channel came in and gave a presentation for the possibility of purchasing radio space for advertisement.  A decision has not been made.

(d) A public service announcement will air on Channel 5 announcing that March is Disability Awareness Month.

(e) The DD Resources Board of Directors were given an invitation to the Tenth Annual Disability Awareness Art Competition which will be held March 5, 2010.  The location has changed to Regional Arts Commission at 6128 Delmar Boulevard.
V Education and Awareness

Brief overviews of the following programs were presented to the Board of Directors.

A Horizon Housing Development Company, G.W. Kelly Director.
B Gateway to Independence Transportation Company, Shannon Bremer, G.I.T.Co. Management Team Project Monitor.  
G.I.T.Co. will have a board of directors meeting on Thursday, February 11, 2010.

VI Consensus of Agenda

The DD Resources Board of Directors was in consensus regarding the following: 

1 Minutes of the Meeting dated November 11, 2009.
2 Financial Reports dated November 30, 2009.
3 Michelle Darden, Executive Director, updated the DD Resources Board regarding the following:

(a) CARF Surveyors will be here on Monday, February 8, 2010 and Tuesday, February 9, 2010.  The opening conference will be held at February 8, 2010,  9:00 a.m. After the conference they will interview some of the board members for the governance section that we are pursuing.  Staff will contact the board to see who is available and copy of the governance section will be mailed to each board member.
(b) February 17, 2010, DD Resources will be appearing on “The Best of STL” a live show that is on Channel 10.  February 27, 2010 it will be on Channel 30.  The Board of Directors is welcome to attend and sit in the audience.  Hal Cox, Educational Coach will be interviewed to promote the annual art fair.
(c) Mid Year Funding – Project Team will be sending out notices to the agencies regarding midyear funding.  This will allow current agencies who have a two year history of 95% usage to expand their current program. It is also open for new programs.  The due date will be sometime in mid February.

(d) DD Resources funding timeline – The funding cycle timeline was given to the DD Resources Board of Directors and was acknowledged by the board. Applications for funding are due the first Friday of March by noon. The appeal hearings will be held in April.  DD Resources Board of Directors was given the sign-up sheet to sign up. 
(e) Service Advocates – Ms. Darden acknowledged Molly Farley and Elizabeth Rohr as two new Targeted Case Managers and welcomed them.  Two additional positions for Targeted Case Managers are available.  In addition, part time       on-call staff position for the Horizon Club are available. 
(f) JESS and Alternative Opportunities sent a notice they have entered into a letter of intent to merge.  DD Resources Staff will be meeting on January 27, 2010 with the agencies regarding the potential merger.
(g) A one year renewal contract with the City has been awarded to Horizon Club Program as well as the Great Horizon Program which is sub contract to Horizon Housing Development Company through the fiscal year 2011.

(h) The annual Breakfast with the Board of Alderman will be held on April 19, 2010, DD Resources Board of Directors is invited to attend.
(i) The Board of Directors who had their pictures taken were requested to select one for publication.
VII Announcements

A Margaret Starks shared a poem with the Board of Directors, staff and those in attendance.
B Clarice Woodard, St. Louis Project Club, gave a copy of a CD of the Harvest Ball to the Board of Directors.
VIII Adjourn

Reverend Mickey Hassler moved to adjourn the Board of Director’s Meeting.  Ernest Smoot second.  Vote all in favor.  None opposed. The St. Louis Office for Developmental Disability Resources Board of Director’s Meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
IX Executive Session

The Board of Directors convene in Executive Session to discuss legal actions, causes for action, personnel matters relating to the hiring, firing, disciplining and promotion of employees and other Board members.

____________________________

_____________________________

Board Secretary Signature


Recording Secretary Signature
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St. Louis Office for Developmental Disability Resources
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Executive Session

Board Members Present:

Sergeant Willie Prothro, Chairperson




Professor Michael Mancini, Treasurer




Margaret Starks, Secretary

Susan Bianchi







Reverend Mickey Hassler 

Armentha Russell






Ernest Smoot

Rosetta Jackson

Board Members Excused:

Robert McKendry III, Vice Chairperson

Staff Members Present:

Michelle Darden, Executive Director

Olivia Pruitt, Senior Service Advocate/Human Resource Specialist

Executive Session:

The DD Resources Staff and Board of Director’s reviewed changes to the Personnel Handbook not previously reviewed by the Personnel Committee.
Michael Mancini, Treasurer, moved to accept the changes to the Personnel Handbook discussed with full board and all the subsequent changes approved by the Personnel Committee.  Ms. Starks second.  Vote all in favor. None opposed.

Michael Mancini moved to adjourn the Executive Session.  

The Executive Session was adjourned.
____________________________

_____________________________

Board Secretary Signature


Recording Secretary Signature
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